
Programs to enrich your winter
GeoConnecting
Tuesday, January 5, 7 p.m.
West Bloomfield Township Main Librar y

GWBHS President Buzz Brown will demonstrate how
“location-aware” mobile devices like Apple iPhones and
Blackberries can enhance your travel experience.

Based on your location, you can connect to people with
similar interests and to cultural and historic attractions,
entertainment venues, recreational experiences, and more.
Brown will use examples from his travels in the United
States and abroad and also take search requests from the
audience. While the concepts work on most phones with
GPS capabilities, the Apple iPhone will be used for
session demonstrations. This program is co-sponsored by
GWBHS and the library.

Orchard Lake Museum Open Houses

Sunday, January 10 Genealogy
1 – 4 p.m.

Monday, January 18 Treasure in Time
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Genealogy (see below)
noon – 3 p.m

Sunday, February 14 Government
1 – 4 p.m.

Sunday, March 14 Cameras
1 – 4 p.m.

Sunday, April 11 Farming in West Bloomfield
1 – 4 p.m.

Sunday, May 6 Apple Island
1 – 4 p.m.

Winter 2010 Winter 2010

History and photographs: how to better
understand history through images
Wednesday, February 17, noon
Orchard Lake Community Church, Presbyterian
5171 Commerce Road, Orchard Lake

GWBHS members are invited to the noon luncheon
meeting for $10 each. Reservations should be made by
February 12 with Carol Froling, 248-683-9439.

President Buzz Brown will explain the use of photographs
to enhance our knowledge of history using the recently
discovered photograph collection of the 1976 West
Bloomfield tornado and the GWBHS collection of local
images. Brown will incorporate digital imaging techniques
to uncover historic information and link the information to
local first-person memoirs and journals. He also will
include the use of Internet websites to explain the process
of social Internet tagging to compile information from
photographs.

Orchard Lake Museum Open House
on Martin Luther King, Jr . holiday
Monday, January 18, noon – 3 p.m.

West Bloomfield resident Mary Cotter, owner of
Treasures in Time, will discuss genealogic research using
pictures and personal details from her collection of more
than 1,500 school and college yearbooks from Illinois,
Indiana, Michigan and Ohio. Her collection, which
contains more than one million names, spans the years
1895 to1965.  Mary’s website is www.U2Rfamily.com.

Programs continued on Page 3

Historic photos on display and
for sale at Orchard Lake Gallery
Open house, Friday, February 12, 6 – 9 p.m.
Orchard Lake Framing & Gallery
4301 Orchard Lake Road (Crosswinds Mall)

During the month of February, selected Michigan Military
Academy photographs from the collection of Brian
Bohnett will be on display. In addition, aerial photographs
of each of the 36 sections of West Bloomfield Township
taken in 1950 will be available for purchase along with
historic maps and prints of the Township.
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From the Desk of GWBHS President Buzz Brown
Michigan’s Future: It’s all about life styles
Consider these threads from recent Michigan headlines:
– “Pure Michigan” advertising campaign works wonders
– Tens of thousands of college educated youth leave

Michigan for “cooler” destinations
– Is happiness still that new car smell?
– Oakland County Board of Commissioners deadlocked on

county-wide public transit
Lure of the lakes
Can you spot a common theme among these stories? I can.
It’ s all about life style. When visitors tour our Orchard Lake
Museum they see the Life Styles Timeline showing the four
types of residents that have lived in our lakes area: Native
Americans, Farmers, Vacationers and Suburbanites. Each
of these groups was lured to the area by the lakes and the
life style the area provided. Ease of transportation provided
the means to make the area accessible.

The Native Americans found the area an ideal place to live
and counsel. The watersheds for three rivers
converging near Orchard Lake made
for easy access by canoe. The
opening of the Erie Canal in 1825
brought thousands of European
farmers to the area in search of a
better life. The opening of the Grand
Trunk Railroad and the Interurban
trolley brought vacationers in the
1890s. The automobile made
suburban commuting possible. Many
of these same vacationers merged
with new arrivals and established our
current suburbanite life style.
What’s the next life style?
As our visitors grasp the Life Styles Timeline, we like to
pose the question “What will be the next life style in the
lakes area?” It is particularly interesting to hear the
answers from elementary students. Their response includes
everything from Martians to circulating back to the
beginning with a Native American way of living. Is it
possible that we are beginning to see the symptoms of a life
style change in our area?

The Presidents Council, State Universities of Michigan, has
been tracking the trends showing that “half of Michigan’s
college grads now leave the state within a year of
graduation.” I know, you think it’s about jobs and weather.
Not so. Lou Glazer at Michigan Future, Inc. studied the
data and found that Michigan graduates move to a place
they see as “cool” and then look for a job. A recent New
York Times article tells us that more and more Americans
are reassessing their views about automobiles. “Empty
nesters are moving back into cities and shedding their cars,”
younger consumers “don’t view the car the way their
parents did,” and “car owners who remained in the suburbs
were downsizing from three cars or more to one or two.”

Glazer studied the major cities of the Midwest and found

the big winners in the migration of our highly-educated
youth are Madison, Wisconsin; Minneapolis, and Chicago in
that order. It seems the farther north we go the more
attractive it becomes – so much for the weather argument.

It’ s all about life styles. Our youth are looking for regions
that have a vibrant city center for their early professional
careers and then a move to suburbia when they start a
family. The problem is they don’t come back to Michigan.
They choose suburbs near the city center to which they
have migrated. There have been cases where the lure of
jobs has created major population migrations. Henry Ford’s
$5-a-day in the early 1900s and more recently Silicon Valley
are examples. It took all of 20 years before Oregon and
Idaho started luring the jobs from Silicon Valley. Are we
seeing the same trend in Michigan 100 years after Ford’s
pay raise?
Department of life style development
Economies that rely on heavy manufacturing require the
workforce to be located near the manufacturing center—

whether the workers want to live there or not.
The State of Michigan and our own
Oakland County have decided that to
be competitive we need to foster a
knowledge-based economy. History
has shown however those workers in
a knowledge-based economy have
far more flexibility in their choice of
location. They can choose the life
style they prefer and work from that
location.

What made our state’s recent “Pure Michigan” advertising
campaign so successful worldwide was that it highlighted
the life style elements of Michigan that attracted our
predecessors, the Native Americans, the farmers and the
vacationers. What appears to be happening is that our cul-
de-sac neighborhoods, as they are collectively called, with
no city center or public transportation, are no longer seen as
attractive to the very types of workers we are trying to
attract.

From a recent Oakland Press article let me add one more
headline to the collection presented in the opening
paragraph. “I think I just got fired” was the exclamation
uttered by West Bloomfield Township’s director of
economic development when the position was eliminated on
the grounds it did not produce any results. Why should this
surprise anyone? If we truly want to develop a knowledge-
based economy than we better develop the life style
preferred by the workers who thrive in that economy.
Maybe West Bloomfield Township created the wrong
department. How about the Department of Life Style
Development?

A final note: our state legislators voted to dramatically
reduce and eventually scrap the “Pure Michigan”
advertising campaign. Maybe our state needs a Department
of Life Style Development.
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“Them was the days!” Poor English
or reflective observation?
Monday, March 22, 7 p.m.
Livonia Public Library
32777 Five Mile Road, Livonia
GWBHS President Buzz Brown will recount the history of
the Michigan Military Academy (1877 - 1908) through
personal memoirs, journals and letters. The title refers to
the unpublished autobiography of MMA Cadet Edgar
Rice Burroughs, author of the Tarzan series. He wrote that
there were two times in his life that gave him the most
excitement, and one was his days at the MMA on the
shores of Orchard Lake. “When I got home from Andover
my father felt that a military school might be a good place
for me and so he took me to Orchard Lake, where the old
Michigan Military Academy was located and where I
spent the next five years. Once again, them was the days.”
Author Brian Bohnett chose that as the title of his book
about the MMA, published by the historical society in
2000 and for sale for $10 at museum open houses and
www.gwbhs.com.

2010 membership s include
Time Travelers  benefit s
2010 GWBHS members in all categories will
benefit from discounts and other benefits at more
than 250 museums and historical sites in
Michigan and 42 other states through the Time
Travelers network.

Membership Chair Laurie Perry is mailing 2010
membership cards to all new and renewing members along
with a brochure listing the participating institutions.
Members must present their cards to receive benefits.

This year the Society will depend more on membership
revenues to support programs than in the past because
support from municipalities is expected to decline.
According to Perry, renewals are coming in strongly with
50% of members renewing as of mid-December.

Membership Application
Greater West Bloomfield Historical Society

Senior $15 Individual $20
Family $30 Premier $50
Patron/Business$100 Life $600

Name:_______________________________

Address:______________________________

City/State:____________________________

Zip: _______Phone:___________________

Email: _______________________________
Membership year extends

from October to September.
Please make checks payable to GWBHS

and mail to the address
on the back of this newsletter.
Thank you for your support!

Short T akes
More than 175 people attended the Apple Pie & Ice
Cream Social celebrating the Society’s 35th

anniversary on a warm, sunny Sunday, September 13.
Thanks to co-chairs Betty Bradbury and Sue Williams,
DuAnne Sonneville, the many other volunteers and
barbershop quartet Coda Honor.

Newsletter gets a name
Board member Bill McIsaac won the contest to name the
Society’s newsletter by submitting “History Matters,”
formerly the name of President Buzz Brown’s column. In
the Spring 2010 issue, the new nameplate, also designed
by McIsaac, will be joined by a new design.

Seventeen people of all ages, from third graders to senior
citizens, submitted 49 suggestions with one GWBHS
member emailing 17 suggestions. The submissions were
narrowed down to three finalists and then to the winner by
GWBHS board members Brown, Gina Gregory and Cara
Kazanowski. As Gregory said, “‘History Mattters’ refers
to the past, present and future.”

Society members to visit America’ s
largest “O” scale model railroad
at the West Oakland Railroad Museum
Saturday, February 13, 9:30 – 11 a.m.

Paul Gribbell, owner of the Chi-Town Union Station at the
West Oakland Railroad Museum, is opening early for
Society members from 9:30 to 11 a.m. on Saturday,
February 13. According to President Buzz Brown, this
amazing local resource is 8,300 square feet with more than
7,000 feet of track. Based on Chicago-area railroads, it
routinely runs trains as long as 200 cars. Members will
meet at the West Oakland Railroad Museum at 8275
Cooley Lake Road, Commerce 48382; phone is 248-
613-9471. Admission is $4 for adults; $2 ages 5 to 13.

Everyone is welcome at GWBHS Board meetings at
Orchard Lake Museum 7 p.m. Wednesdays on
January 6, February 3, March 3, April 7 and May 5.

* * * * *

* * * * *
Apple Island Tours, May 15 and 16
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Sylvan Lake resident donates pontoon boat

Gloria Luther of Sylvan Lake (right) accepts flowers from
Doherty School second graders as West Bloomfield
School District Superintendent JoAnn Andrees looks on
after the West Bloomfield Board of Education November
9 meeting. Earlier that evening, Board members accepted
Luther’s donation of a 24-foot pontoon boat to replace
one of two older boats used to transport district second
graders to and from Apple Island on field trips led by
GWBHS members.

The district is still seeking the donation of one more
pontoon boat. Anyone wishing to make a tax-deductible
donation should contact the school district’s Community
Relations office at 248-865-6420.

Kindergartners tour museum

Four kindergarten classes from Lone Pine Elementary
School in the Bloomfield Hills School District toured the
Orchard Lake Museum in December. Here, teacher
Samara Cohen (left) supplements docent Amy Clarke’s
talk about the concepts of old and new, past and present.
Such topics as play and toys, transportation, recreation
and tools illustrated the concepts.


